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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PARIS 37470 
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TAGS: ETRD, FR 

SUBJECT: US INSURANCE FIRMS IN FRANCE: COMBINED 
INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA 

REF.: PARIS 34108 

MR. SKILLING EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT COMBINED INSURANCE 
COMPANY OF AMERICA VISITED EMBASSY DEC. 23 TO INFORM 
US OF DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING COMBINED'S APPLICATION 
SINCE HIS LAST VISIT (SEE REFTEL). 

ACCORDING TO SKILLING A GOOD POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT 
A LICENSE FOR COMBINED TO BEGIN OPERATIONS IN FRANCE 
MAY BE GRANTED IN FEBRUARY 1978, 1.E. BEFORE FRENCH 
ELECTIONS. 

SKILLING RAISED QUESTION OF INTERVENTION BY SOMEONE IN 
PRESIDENTIAL PARTY DURING JAN. 4-6 VISIT. EMBASSY DID 
NOT ENCOURAGE THIS POSSIBILITY. HOWEVER SKILLING SAID 
HE PLANS TO DISCUSS THIS APPROACH WITH WILLIAM ROGERS 
OF ARNOLD AND PALMER NEXT WEEK. 
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